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Editorial Message 


Called to be a Nehemiah, You and I 
Called to Start Rebuilding, You and I 


Levon Filian 


To: book of Nehemiah helps us understand 
the Godly principals of leadership, rebuilding 
relationships with God and with each other, 
and rebuilding buildings. 

In Nehemiah we see a man who was passion- 
ate. He loved God, he loved his people and his 
country. When he heard that “The people are in 
great trouble and disgrace, the wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down, and its gates have been burned with 
fire.” Neh. 1:24, he made a sacrificial choice. 

He had at least four options: Turn a deaf ear 
and change the subject; be judgmental by saying it 
is a well deserved punishment for disobeying God 
and worshipping other gods; make a small donation to clear his conscience, or 
make a sacrificial choice by committing himself to make a difference. 

Being a man of passion, he chose to commit himself and make a difference. 
He took four significant steps. 

He Personalized it: This requires passion. He was able to visualize the 
condition that was described to him. He saw his brothers and sisters in trouble 
and disgrace, he saw the walls broken and gates burned with fire. They had lost 
their sense of security, protection and comfort. They were vulnerable to enemy 
attacks, slavery, and even death. This affected him greatly and we read that he 
sat down, wept, mourned and fasted. 

He Prayed: He went before God in humility and asked for forgiveness and 
guidance. He prayed for himself and also interceded for his fellowmen and their 
sins. He finally asked for success. Neh. 1:5-117. 

He Planned: He had a strategic plan that required a series of necessary 
steps — permission from the King for a leave of absence, passports to safely 
travel through different countries, evaluating the scope of work, finding the right 
and skillful manpower to do the work, etc. 

He Persuaded: He convinced others to participate in the mission of rebuild- 
ing. In his wisdom, he invited his kinsmen to join him in the rebuilding process, 
not because of who he was but because, the gracious hand of God was upon 
him. Neh. 2:17. 

Here is the most precious statement when the people said: “Let us start 
rebuilding.” So they began the good work. Neh.2:78. 

You and | are invited today to be a Nehemiah, and start rebuilding. 

WE ARE REBUILDING — We have begun the Good Work! This issue of 
AMAA News is indeed dedicated to the rebuilding activities of the AMAA, your 
organization around the world. Here’s what we are currently doing. 

Lebanon: Rebuilding the Haigazian University Heritage Building and reno- 
vating KCHAG. 

Syria: Rebuilding the Bethel Secondary School in Aleppo. 

Belgium: Rebuilding a newly purchased property into a beautiful sanctuary 
in Brussels. 

Iraq: Rebuilding a church in Baghdad that was damaged from the ongoing 
war in the country. 

Armenia: Remodeling several churches in Asdarag, Ardashad, Urut, Artic 
and Shiragamoud. 

Armenia and Karabagh: Remodeling summer camps where over 10,000 
Armenian children come every summer to enjoy great Christian fellowship, learn 
about God, learn about their rich Armenian heritage, play, relax and be fed as 
each and every child of God should. 

| want to take this opportunity to thank God for all of you, “the Nehemiahs 
in AMAA,” for Personalizing the needs of your brothers and sisters, for your 
Prayers, for Planning to be part of the AMAA mission, and for Persuading oth- 
ers to join the team of those who say “LET US START REBUILDING.” Q 


Haigazian University 


Haigazian University Inaugurates 
The New Heritage Building ™ 


n April 29, Haigazian University held its inau- | es. 

gural ceremony of the Heritage Building. The | . 

guests who attended to support this special event 

were representatives from the Lebanese govern- 
ment, clergy and leaders from various church denominations, 
AMAA Board members, university Board members, faculty 
and students. This was a clear reflection on how the universi- 
ty makes a positive impact on the entire community it serves 
without any boundaries. 

Dr. Ani Darakjian, Chair of the Board of Trustees, wel- ° 
comed everyone and introduced the guests. She accentuated a. 
the role the university plays in shaping the future leaders of . va ee 
society. Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian offered the prayer of Guests gathered for the inauguration ceremony of the HU New Heritage Building. 
dedication. He asked God to bless all those who enter this 
building which is dedicated to be the home of “Truth, Free- el 
dom and Service,” the university’s motto. Dr. H. Steven Aha- 
ronian, President of the AMAA Board of Directors, brought 
his greetings. He reminded the audience that the purpose of 
this building is to ensure the expansion plans for graduate 
school. He quoted Eleanor Roosevelt, “The future belongs to 
those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” 

In his president’s address, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian 
quoted Psalm 118:24, “This is the day the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it.” He thanked God for His abundant 
blessings and shared his thoughts and feelings on the spirit 
of cooperation with the neighborhood. He concluded saying 
“Haigazian University stands in awe and praise before the 
Lord. Thank you to all the donors, Board members, friends 
and volunteers who have transformed stones and dust into a 
magnificent home-like university building.” 

Minister of Culture Salim Wardé addressed the audience 
on behalf of H.E. Mr. Saad Hairi to express his gratitude 
and congratulations. He then praised the role Haigazian 
University played in preserving this Heritage Building. 

Dr. Ani Darakjian then invited Mr. Salim Wardé, Rev. 
Dr. Paul Haidostian, Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian and Dr. H. 
Steven Aharonian to cut the ribbon, thus officially inaugurating 
the building. Following the ribbon-cutting, the audience 
was invited to the unveiling of the plaque that revealed the 
Sirpuhe Philibosian Conte Hall. Mrs. Joyce Stein, daughter of 
Sirpuhe, emotionally expressed the vision of her parents and } 
their sustained love and support of Haigazian University. 

The celebration continued into the evening with a special 
dinner program at the Golden Tulip Serenada Hotel. Mira 
Yardemian, Public Relations Director, welcomed the guests. © 
Mr. Levon Filian, AMAA Executive Director, thanked 
everyone for their prayers and support and congratulated the 
President and the Board for this great achievement. Ms. 
Michele Sison, U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, made reference 
to the spirit of cooperation the university enjoys and promotes 
in the community and especially with the United States. Q Board of Trustees of Haigazian University. 
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ibosian Conte Hall. 
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Churches 


Building Our Church in Brussels 


he Church in Brussels, Belgium was purchased on 

May 28, 2009, Armenian Independence Day. Soon 

after the purchase, the congregation said “Let us 

start rebuilding.” (Nehemiah 2:18). So they began 
the good work! 

The old dilapidated interior walls were removed and the 
rebuilding started. Architects and contractors obtained the 
necessary permits. The foundation was reinforced, the roof 
was replaced and the windows, doors, electrical and heating 
systems were installed. 

On May 21, 2010, a concert was held to benefit the 
renovation of our church. The event was attended by over 80 
people including Pastor Gilbert Leonian, Pastor Rene Leonian, 
Mr. Michael Mahmourian, Chairman of the Committee of 
Armenians in Belgium, and Father Zadig Avedikian, spiritual 
head of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Belgium. A special 
guest was Mrs. Rachel Dink, widow of Hrant Dink, who left the 
guests emotionally moved and filled with joy. 

The event was highlighted by speeches, a choral presentation 
by the Armenian Evangelical Church, a video presentation 
showing the project’s goals, and a beautiful recital of classical 
music. 

The benefit concert followed with a reception. It was a 
fruitful occasion that will live deep within the hearts of all 
who attended. Pastor Sarkis Pachaian reassured everyone that 
“Nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) 


The Armenian Evangelical fellowship in Europe and 
the Armenian Evangelical Union in France have been very 
supportive. Many believers have assisted us with their prayers 
and financial support. 

“Tt is our earnest prayer that you continue to pray for the 
completion of this church and help us financially to complete 
the project by October 2010. In order to do this, we must raise 
about $220,000,” commented Rev. Pachaian. 


Church in Baghdad, Iraq 


A Growing Ministry in an Area of Conflict 


he Armenian Evangelical Church in Baghdad, Iraq 
is a young and growing ministry. It was established 
in 2004 in war torn Iraq to bring spiritual comfort to 
hundreds of Armenians in the area. 

The church holds four worship services every week, has 
six satellite areas of worship, has a Sunday School with 150 
children and it broadcasts sermons in Armenian and Arabic. 
Indeed, this church is a testimony of faith. 

A bomb placed at the church entrance caused only property 
damage. Two years ago, the entire second floor was damaged 
by fire as the result of fierce street fighting in the city. 

Over the last few years, the AMAA has helped the church 
in remodeling the destroyed areas and provided financial 
assistance to purchase a generator to provide lighting and air 
conditioning. Thanks to AMAA friends and donors for their 
support and prayers. 


The ministry in Iraq is God’s miracle in a dangerous war zone. 
Please continue to pray and support this ministry. Pray for the 
pastor Brother Norik Hovsepian and the entire community. 0 
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Armenia 


Greetings From Armenia 


Dear AMAA family members! 

We would like you to meet your brothers and sisters in Christ working in His field in Armenia. During our visits in 
Armenia in February and May 2010, we spent time with our pastors, Christian education workers, academy students, 
kindergarten students and friends. We wanted to bring joy, hope and encouragement to everyone. We wanted to thank them 
on your behalf and convey your greetings and prayers. 


Please continue to pray for our ministry. 


Church in Alaverdi At the AMAA Center and Church in Alaverti 
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With Rev. Garnik Tootikyan(4th fromieft) atthe Church in Dilijan | 


With Pastor Robert Mkhitaryan (middle) at the Church in Tumanyan 
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Church in Tumanyan 
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Church in Armavir 


Youth at the Church in Tumanyan 
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AMAA Field Director with Rev»Sarkis'Ochinian (left) in Goris 
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Property in Gumri - Future site of the Armenian Community Center 
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Church in Shirakamout With Rev. Samvel Kirakosyan (middle) in Vanadzor 


Avedisian School 


- Ig . 
Fellowship & food at the home of Harout & Salpi Nercessian 
with Steve & Iris Lazarian and Sam Chekijian 


With Rev. Albert Paytyan at.the Church in Ijevan Church in ljevan 


Armenia 


AMAA Easter Activities 


in Armenia and Karabagh 


he Easter message in Armenia was proclaimed again this year 

through various youth activities. The Armenian Missionary 

Association of America (AMAA), in cooperation with the 

Evangelical Church of Armenia, organized Easter celebration 
programs in 44 towns and villages throughout Armenia and Karabagh. 
Over 5,000 children and their families heard the glorious message that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and that He brings us hope not only for 
a better future, but for an eternal life. 

Hundreds of volunteers, under the supervision of Rev. Albert 
Paytyan, Director of ECA Christian Education programs in Armenia, 
prepared inspirational activities such as dramas, songs and games. They 
also participated in worship services proclaiming the good news. 

Several activities were held in Bert, a town in the North, Goris in the 
South, Yerevan and in other cities including Ijevan, Vanatzor, Gyumri, 
Spitak and Stepanakert (Karabagh). All these activities were aimed at 
delivering the Easter message of divine love, hope and eternal life in the 
risen Lord. 

In his remarks, Rev. Paytyan expressed his sincere hope that this 
message of eternal life will touch and change the hearts of thousands 
of people and will also bring hope to the Armenian people who have 
endured many years of pain and suffering. 0 


ECA's Christian Education Department 


Organizes Games and Contests for Children 


he Evangelical Church of Armenia’s (ECA) Christian Education 
Department pays great attention to the physical training of children by 
providing organized sports, games and contests between Sunday Schools 
and Summer Camps. 

Football (soccer) is a favorite sport in Armenia. During the year, the CE 
Department provides sporting equipment and clothes to ECA football teams 
throughout Armenia. In addition, the Department organized a teen football 
championship which took place on April 30 in Vanadzor. Teams from Tevan, 
Vanadzor, Alaverdi, Toumanian, Talin and Yerevan participated. 

The team from Spitak won first place and received the race cup named “Noah’s 
Ark.” The Talin team came in second place and the team from Ijevan came in third 
place. These winning teams received diplomas and all of the participating football 
teams were given gifts from the CE Department. The well planned games involved 
church workers from Vanadzor and were headed by Rev. Samvel Kirakosian. 


On May 1, the annual inter-church youth football championship took place at the “MIKA” sporting coaphens in Yerevan. 
Organized by Young Life Church, the teams represented the following churches: Young Life, The Word of Life, God People, 
the church of the village Nshavan and the Evangelical Church of Armenia (ECA). The ECA team “NOAH” played a great 


game and came in first place. O 
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Armenia 


Like a Bridge Over Marmarig Waters 


t takes two bridges to cross over the Marmarig River into Camp 
Hankavan. These two recently reinforced bridges lead you to 
the newly remodeled Camp Hankavan. Here is where thousands 


of young Armenian children will come this summer to enjoya & Se A ONE OT AES 
safe haven, a healthy meal, and to learn about God’s love for them. " 
They will learn new songs, recite psalms, learn how to pray and how 
to play in a safe Christian environment. Maybe we can say, like a 
bridge over troubled waters, He laid himself down for them. UO 


—" Renovations at Camp Hankavan. 


Did you know? 
Would you? 


Did you know that every morning at 8:30 a.m., the AMAA staff in Paramus comes together for devotion- 
als? We read from the Bible and from Our Daily Bread, sometimes we get inspired and sing a hymn or two, but 
we always spend time in prayer. We pray for our churches and our missions worldwide. We pray for our lead- 
ers, pastors, missionaries, donors, sponsors and all those we are able to touch by sharing God’s love with them 
and providing a glass of cold water to them in His name. We pray for our government here in the United States 
and for the government in Armenia. 


Each day of the month we pray for specific churches and missions. Also we pray for each other and for 
special requests. Please let us know if you want us to praise God for your joys and lift your concerns to Him in 
prayer. 


Moreover, we want to share with you that the AMAA staff in Armenia also holds devotionals every day. 
They read the Bible, Our Daily Bread, sing hymns and pray for our churches and missions. Jesus set the ex- 
ample by spending time in fervent prayer. (John 17:1-26) 


We are praying for you. 

We ask you to pray for us. Would you? 

Please e-mail us your response at amaa@amaa.org 
Thank you and God bless. 
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Field Visits 


AMAA’s Newly Elected Executive 
Director Visits the Armenian 
Memorial Church of Watertown 


Jeffrey Bilezikian 


Executive Director Levon Filian 
Visits Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Paramus 


On April 11, Mr. Levon Filian, AMAA’s newly elected 
Executive Director, and Mr. Dikran Youmshakian, AMAA’s 
Field Director, participated in the Sunday Worship Service 
at The Armenian Memorial Church of Watertown, MA. Mr. 
Youmshakian gave the Armenian sermon and Mr. Filian gave 
the English sermon. Each delivered an inspiring sermon, filling 
the parishioners with God’s word, and sharing some information 
from the mission field. Two AMAA Board members, Mrs. Elaine 
Kasparian and Mr. Charles Bilezikian and their spouses, were 
present at the service. 

Following the AMAA Missions lunch, Mr. Filian, with his 
vibrant spirit and enthusiasm, provided the group with new infor- 
mation about various AMAA projects around the world. With his 
steady presence, Mr. Youmshakian rejuvenated the members to 
sponsor and support these projects. Over 90 people attended the lun- 
cheon. 

We praise God for this successful and fruitful visit by the 
AMAA’s Executive Director and Field Director which helped 
renew our commitment to serve God. O 


Detroit Church Celebrates 
AMAA Sunday 


April 18 was a special day of celebration at the Armenian Con- 
gregational Church of Detroit. AMAA Field Director Mr. Dikran 
Youmshakian participated in the Sunday worship service where he 
presented an inspiring message on giving. He thanked the Pastor, 
Rev. Makarios Darawi, and the Congregation for their partnership 
and support of the AMAA. During lunch, which was organized 
by the Church’s Missions Committee, Mr. Youmshakian gave an 
update on AMAA activities and support programs in various coun- 
tries including Armenia, Belgium, Lebanon and Iraq. O 


Havertown Church Observes 
Armenian Memorial Day 


The Armenian Martyr’s Congregational Church of Havertown, 
PA had a special service of remembrance dedicated to the 95th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide on April 25. AMAA Field 
Director Mr. Dikran Youmshakian gave the Armenian sermon 
and Rev. Nishan Bakalian, Pastor of the Church gave a sermon in 
English. 

After worship service, the congregation gathered in the social 
hall to learn how AMAA was organized during the Genocide to 
help survivors who had spread all around the world. One of the 
AMAA’s goals was the special campaign to renovate over 400 
Armenian Schools and churches in historic Armenia that were 
either completely destroyed or severely damaged. Over the 
years, the AMAA expended its services to reach out to Armenian 
communities in 24 countries. O) 


The close proximity of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) to the Armenian Presbyterian Church (APC) 
in Paramus, NJ and the involvement of APC’s church membership 
in the ongoing work of AMAA both locally and globally make it a 
unique church among our AEUNA churches. 

The newly appointed Executive Director of AMAA, Mr. 
Levon Filian, was welcomed to the church community at the be- 
ginning of the year. On Sunday, May 16, he reminded the church 
of the uniqueness of this relationship when he brought God’s mes- 
sage to the people at APC. Mr. Filian incorporated AMAA’s field 
work in both of the sermons reminding the congregants that they 
are the Salt of the Earth (Matthew 5) and are called to the work of 
rebuilding based on Nehemiah 1:1-6, 2:17. 

Mr. Filian shared with the congregants many moving stories 
from his visits to Armenia, Syria and Lebanon and how the 
Lord has been working in the lives of His people. He asked the 
congregation to constantly pray and asked them to protect and 
guide His work in all the countries where the AMAA is involved. 
He demonstrated through examples how blessed we are and that 
we should never forget to share our blessings with those who are 
less fortunate. Many members had the chance to speak with Mr. 
Filian during the coffee hour and become more acquainted with his 
work at the AMAA. The church wished Mr. Filian and the AMAA 
staff wisdom and guidance as they continue working in partnership 
with God’s churches to advance His Kingdom in Armenia, Syria, 
Lebanon and in many other parts of the world. The congregants 
also prayed for Mr. Filian’s family as they move to New Jersey 
and make the East Coast their home. 0 


Missions Sunday at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Toronto 


Dikran 
(Cont'd on the following page) 


Canada. Guest 


Church of Toronto, 


speaker Mr. 
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Mr. Panos Zeitlian, the sponsor of the Toronto Church Mission luncheon, 
making an appeal for the support of our children in Armenia. 


Youmshakian, Field Director of the AMAA, presented a sermon 
on the economic crisis faced by a widow and her family and the 
unique way the prophet Elisha helped her. (2nd Kings 4:1-7). 
Following the worship service, over 120 guests gathered in the 
social hall for lunch, which was underwritten by Mr. Panos Zeitlian 
and his family in memory of their beloved son Vicken who passed 
away at a very young age. 

After lunch, a series of presentations on Child Support 
programs in Armenia and the Middle East were made on behalf 
of AMAA, AMAC and the Church’s Missions Committee. Mr. 
Zeitlian made a moving appeal and asked that we not forget our 
children in Armenia who face many hardships. He emphasized 
that it is our duty to support them. In response to the challenging 
appeals, a significant amount was raised. O) 


The Armenian Missionary Association of Canada 
(AMAC) Board had its meeting on April 29, in 
Kingston, ON, to review its support programs, 
approve the budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 and 
plan fundraising events for the following year. 
AMAC is an affiliate of AMAA in Canada. All gifts to 
AMAA from Canada are chanelled through AMAC. 


First Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Fresno Celebrates AMAA Sunday 
and Father’s Day 


Phillip Tavlian 


L to R: Roseann Saliba, Levon Filian, Elaine Hamparson & Edward 
Saliba 

The First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA 
observed AMAA Sunday on June 6. Mr. Levon Filian, a former 
member of FAPC and the newly appointed Executive Director of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), was 
the special guest of the congregation. 

Mr. Filian delivered the worship message in the English and 
Armenian languages during the morning service. The Armenian 
message, “You Are the Salt of the Earth,’ was a meditation on 
Matthew 5: 13-16. Mr. Filian reminded the congregants that 
Jesus Christ praised and challenged his disciples to be the salt and 
light of the earth. He encouraged the congregation to fulfill their 
responsibilities as followers of Jesus. The English message, “Let 
Us Start Rebuilding,’ was a meditation on Nehemiah 1: 1-6, 2: 
17-18. Citing the example of Nehemiah, Mr. Filian encouraged 
listeners to join the AMAA in applying “The Four Ps” — personalize 
a mission’s ministry to Armenia and beyond; pray to God for the 
needs of people in the missions field; plan the work of ministering 
to brothers and sisters in Christ; and persuade others to participate 
directly in God’s work. 

The worship service was followed by a mission’s luncheon 
recognizing the 90th Anniversary Year of AMAA and celebrating 
the month dedicated to Father’s Day. After dining on a delicious 
tri-tip meal, luncheon guests enjoyed a fashion show featuring 
grandfathers, fathers and children. Roseann Saliba served as 
Mistress of Ceremonies and Arpi Keledjian and Talene Karkazian 
served as fashion show commentators. Mr. Filian gave thanks to the 
many families who participated in the fashion show and were part 
of the luncheon audience. He compared the blessings of America 
with the grave needs of Armenia — social orphans whose fathers 
work outside the Republic and rarely visit home; young men who 
fight in Azerbaijan and in some cases do not return from battle; 
and teen brides who marry outside the Christian faith for reasons 
of economic and physical survival. Mr. Filian said: “We cannot 
afford to waste or lose God’s blessings. Place these problems on 
your daily prayer list. Our God is an awesome God and He will 
answer.” Mrs. Saliba reminded guests that just $21 a month — the 
equivalent of a restaurant meal for two or a few specialty coffees 
— would enable AMAA to sponsor a child in Armenia or the Near 
East for an entire year. O 
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Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Montreal Marks 46 Years of Service 


Sima Toutikian 


The Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal celebrated its 
46th anniversary on June 12. Mr. Levon Filian, Executive Director 
of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), 
was the special guest speaker at this blessed occasion which was 
attended by over 120 members and their families. 

As music is a very important part of Armenian history and 
culture, the evening’s festivities began with a concert featuring 
beautiful solo performances by sopranos Anais Doramadjian 
and Armene Kessabian. A chamber orchestra, accompanied by 
renowned clarinet player and musician Hampartsoum Djabourian, 
performed 12 pieces of Armenian folk music, mostly pieces 
from Komitas with special arrangements for the clarinet. These 
performances were enjoyed and appreciated by all. 

Following the concert, a formal dinner was held in Aroyan 
Hall. Mr. Filian brought his greetings from the AMAA great 
family, thanked them for their continued support for many years, 
welcomed the guests and reiterated his joy at his being present 
at the annual celebration of the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Montreal. His insightful message touched on the fundamental 
values of all Armenians. “We have a responsibility as Christians 
and Armenians to ensure that our rich culture which is embedded 
in Christian values is passed on to many generations to come,” said 
Mr. Filian. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal is grateful 
to the organizing committee for its dedication and hard work to 
ensure that the evening was a success. In addition, the Church 
acknowledged the members who gave so generously in honor of 
the occasion. The congregation has a long and inspiring history. 
Since its founding by a few dedicated families in 1964, it has 


grown and is committed to ensure its faith and devotion to worship 
together, by Grace and for His will. 

On June 13, Mr. Filian delivered an inspiring message. Once 
again, he challenged the congregation to remain steadfast in their 
faith and give a glass of cold water to the needy in His name. O 


AMAA Sunday in Washington, DC 


The Armenian Evangelical Fellowship of Washington, DC is 
a small but dedicated group that gathers at least four times a year 
for worship and fellowship. Their June 13 service, attended by 
over 30 people, was dedicated to the AMAA and led by Mr. Dikran 
Youmshakian, AMAA Field Director. At dinner, Mr. Youmshakian 
showed a documentary on AMAA Child Care programs in Armenia. 
The group generously supported the AMAA with their gifts 
designated for Camps and the Milk Fund. One gift was designated 
to buy communion sets for churches in Armenia. O 


AMAA Displays Books, Trivets and 
Brochures at Alexandria Armenian 
Festival 


The 18th annual Alexandria Armenian Festival, organized 
by the Knights of Vartan, was held on June 12 at the City 
Hall at Market Square in Alexandria, VA. The warm, sunny 
weather and beautiful 
Armenian music at- 
tracted many visitors 
to come and enjoy the 
Armenian Culture. 

The AMAA par- 
ticipated with a dis- 
play of trivets and 
books on Armenian 
history, culture and re- 
ligion and photos from 
the summer camp pro- 
grams in Armenia and 
Karabagh. O 
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Summer Camps 


AMAA Spring Concert 


Benefits Summer Camps in Armenia & Karabagh 


Tatev, Sona and Lucy Yeghiazaryans, Gregory Loshkajian, Jonathon Floril, Serena 
Tchorbajian, Laurie Dabaghian, Louisa Janbazian, Mossig Makhoulian, Rev. Dr. Peter 
Doghramyi, Dr. Ani Janbazian, Tamar Kherlopian and Elbiz Baghdikian. 


he Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York was 
the venue for the AMAA’s 
Annual Spring Concert to 
benefit children’s Summer Camps in 
Armenia and Karabagh. Organized by 
the AMAA Summer Camp/Christmas 
Committee, the event was held on Sunday, 
May 23 and attended by over 100 guests. 
Over $10,000 was raised to help needy 
children attend the camps which enrich 
their lives physically and spiritually. 

Mr. Mossig Makhoulian, Chair of 
the Board of Trustees of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in New York, 
welcomed the audience and Rev. Peter 
Doghramji, Ph.D., Pastor of the Church, 
delivered an Invocation. 

Mts. Elbiz Baghdikian, Chairperson 
of the Committee, introduced the artists 
and thanked the Naregatsi Art Institute for 
their collaboration in presenting the very 


talented young artists who performed at 
the event. 

The audience was treated to several 
piano selections performed by David 
Antabian, a twelve year old pianist from 
Englewood, NJ. David has been playing the 
piano for 7 years and recently performed 
in Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall as 
a finalist in the 2010 Armenian Youth 
Talent Music Competition. His pieces 
included Grieg’s Nocturne (Op54, No.4) 
as well as the Armenian Song (No. 11) by 
G. Gurdjieff. 

Vocalists Serena Tchorbajian and 
Gregory Loshkajian, accompanied by 
Jonathon Floril, performed six pieces, 
including a beautiful rendition of The 
Phantom of the Opera. Serena, a seventh 
grade honor student, has trained in classical 
voice for several years and has developed 
a singing repertoire in five languages. She 
has performed in venues including Lincoln 


Center, Carnegie Hall, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, and most recently at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center with the New York Pops. 
A tenor from Saddle River, New Jersey, 
Gregory has been singing for seven years 
and has performed with the Metropolitan 
Opera Children’s Chorus, Bergen County 
Chotus, Cantalyrica (a semi-professional 
NJ choir), and the Walter Engel Festival 
of Young Performers. 

Diana Vasilyan, a violinist born in 
Yerevan, Armenia, began her musical 
career at the age of seven. In 2009 she was 
nominated as “The Best Female Violinist 
in Armenia” during the Big Apple Music 
Awards held in Manhattan Center. Diana 
performed several Armenian pieces and 
concluded with a medley of Armenian 
music. 

The YY Sisters — Tatev, Sona and 
Lucy — concluded the musical portion 
of the program by performing Armenian 
traditional classical music. Their three-part 
harmonies coupled with the group’s unique 
vocal styles provided the listeners with a 
spiritually satisfying experience. The 
sisters have garnered attention from the 
Armenian and American communities. 

Mrs. Lucy Janjigian, National Chair of 
the Committee, spoke about the Summer 
Camp program and how events such 
as the Concert are important to sustain 
programs for the children in Armenia and 
Karabagh. Mr. Nareg Hartounian, founder 
and director of the Naregasti Art Institute, 
presented a special Pomegranate award 
to Mossig Makhoulian and thanked the 
Church for both hosting this event and for 
introducing the Naregatsi Art Institute to 
Louisa Janbazian, AMAA Publications/ 
Public Relations Director, who realized 
the potential of this collaboration to 
introduce young Armenian artists and 
showcase their talents. 

Mr. Levon Filian, Executive Director 
of the AMAA, concluded the afternoon 
event by offering inspiring remarks 
and encouraging the guests to continue 
attending AMAA events which support 
programs for those in need. His challenge 
to double such performances next year 
was supported with great enthusiasm. O 
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Thousands of children in T are eagerly counting down the * 
days to the first day of camp. 

Unfortunately, many might miss the opportunity to attend without your help. 

A$ 50 contribution will help one more child to be able to attend an overnight camp this 
summer and $25 will help one more child to attend a day camp. 

The (AMAA) operates two 
overnight camps in Armenia and Karabagh - and over 50 
day camps in other areas in the homeland. Campers come from impoverished families and 
AMAA cannot charge them any fees. That is why we rely on your assistance. 

Please help us bring more kids to camp this year. Be as generous as you can. The children 


will never forget your love and the positive impact your gift will make on their young lives. 


“ze 
Yes, | would like to help children in Armenia & Karabagh to attend summer camps. Enclosed is my donation of $ for: 
____ Children @ $50 each for overnight camps ____ Children @ $25 each for day camps 
Name Tel E-mail 
Address 


(Make tax deductible donations to AMAA earmarked for Armenia Summer Camps and mail to 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. 
To make a contribution with a credit/debit card, please call AMAA at 201.265.2607 or visit the AMAA’s website: www.amaa.org) 


News & Notes 


AMAA's Albert Momjian, Esq. 


Honored as Top Lawyer in Pennsylvania 


op 100 Pennsylvania Super Lawyer. Chair of 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis Family Law 
Department. Author. Lecturer. Honorary Counsul, 
Republic of Haiti. Husband. Father. 

Albert Momjian, Esq., a special friend to the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) for over 40 years, 
answers to all of these titles and many more. Momjian was 
recently featured on the cover of Pennsylvania Super Lawyers 
2010 magazine and in the magazine’s article titled “Family 
Guy”, which highlights him as one of the top 100 Pennsylvania 
Super Lawyers in 2010. He has been the recipient of this high 
honor each year since 2004. 

Momjian has generously served and supported the AMAA 
in many ways over the years. He has served as its solicitor 
for over 40 years, as President from 1993 to 1997, as a Board 
member for many years, as Chairman of the Wills and Bequests 
Committee for over 10 years and as Treasurer of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council for over 10 years. 

“We are extremely thankful and proud of what Albert has 
done to support our mission for so many years,” said Mr. Levon 
Filian, AMAA’s Executive Director. “Indeed he has a passion to 
serve the Lord and His people. His leadership and commitment 
to the AMAA has enabled us to continue the important work we 
do in 24 countries around the world. We are truly blessed that 
he has chosen to dedicate his valuable time and expertise to the 
AMAA.” 

A practicing attorney for over 50 years, Momjian earned his 
undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia University. He 
currently serves as chair of his firm’s Family Law Department 
in Philadelphia. Momjian is a nationally renowned family law 
attorney regarded as the dean of the Pennsylvania family law 
bar. His practice encompasses complex cases involving divorce 
and domestic relations, representing many public figures over 
the years. 

Pennsylvania Family Law, a landmark treatise which he co- 
authored in 1978, was the first book of its kind to provide such a 
comprehensive and practical approach to family law and is often 
cited by the Commonwealth’s appellate courts. He has been 
quoted in numerous publications including The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, The Boston Globe, the National Law Journal, CNN. 
com and by the Associated Press. His high-profile cases have 
been featured on Primetime and in People, Time, Vanity Fair, 
The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. 

Momjian, who has served as Honorary Consul for the Re- 
public of Haiti in Pennsylvania since 1978, has spent the last 
30 years dedicating time to the delivery of humanitarian and 
medical aid to Haiti, and providing legal counsel and support 
for Philadelphia’s substantial Haitian population. Since the un- 


precedented — earth- 
quake in January, 
he is spending much 
time helping the 
Haitian people lo- 
cate their families 
and obtain passports 
to visit; arranging 
for medical supplies 
and equipment and 
tents to be shipped 
to Haiti; attending 
conferences for the 
reconstruction of Haiti; and lecturing at schools and universi- 
ties about Haiti — its history, its people and the damage created 
by the catastrophic earthquake. 

Momjian and his wife, Esther, have three adult children, 
Carol, Mark and Thomas, who are all attorneys. His son, Mark, 
was quoted in the article that his father “goes beyond what an 
ordinary lawyer would do to make someone feel comfortable 
and confident that they have an advocate in their corner.” 

“We also are honored to have Albert as an advocate and 
congratulate him on this latest and well-deserved honor,” added Dr. 
H. Steven Aharonian, AMAA Board of Directors President.) 


Austin Collignon, a sophomore 
at Westwood Regional High School 
in Township of Washington, NJ, 
and a member of the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ, 
organized his second annual Sports 
Equipment Drive to help benefit 
orphans in third world countries and 
local inner city children. 

During the week of June 7-14, 


NJ Student Spearheads Sports Equipment Drive 


parents and students were given an opportunity to drop off gently used 
sports equipment at specially designated boxes in the Westwood and 
Township of Washington schools. A portion of the donated equipment 
was delivered by Austin to the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) in Paramus, NJ to be sent to orphans in Armenia. 
The New Jersey Food Bank in Hillsdale, NJ also benefitted from this 
drive. 

In the past two years, this sports equipment drive became a huge 
success. Donations of golf clubs, soccer balls, cleats, tennis rackets 
and baseball equipment doubled in quantity this year. 

“Children in these countries and cities are only given financial 
aid for their education, food and housing,” said Austin. “My goal is 
to bring a little fun to their day.” O 
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News & Notes 


Haigazian University’s 
95th Anniversary 


Showcases the Innovative 
Abstract Art of Arshile Gorky 


ver 100 guests attended an exclusive, private gala 
oO: celebrated Haigazian University’s 55th anni- 

versary and showcased the innovative abstract art of 
Arshile Gorky on June 13 at the Los Angeles Museum of Con- 
temporary Art. 

The event was organized by AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
officio member Joyce Stein and her husband, Joe. Champagne 
was donated by Palu Kalemkiarian’s Wine of the Month and 
Senior Curator Rebecca Morse presented an impressive over- 
view of Gorky’s art and a glimpse into his tragic life. Armenia 
Consul General Grigor Hovhannissian of Los Angeles was a 
guest at the event and spoke of his graduate studies at Haiga- 
zian University. 

The Haigazian University Alumni and the Women’s 
Auxiliary are jointly planning a memorable banquet on Friday, 


Musical Night at Calvary 


Karen Barson 


usical Night at Calvary, an evening filled with beauti- 
Vi ful harmonies of gospel, Armenian classics and jazz, 

was held March 27, 2010 and showcased the talented 
members of the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church 
(CACC). Performances featured the congregation's very gifted 
church choir, the lively church Jazz Quartet and the accom- 
plished Men’s A Cappella Ensemble. 

The audience enjoyed uplifting classics such as “Everytime 
I Feel the Spirit’, “Jan, Hayasdan (Sweet Armenia)”, “Arax”’, 
and “He is Lord.” It was an evening full of exhilaration and 
brightening spirits. 

Special thanks to Musical Director Rev. Nerses Balabanian, 
Accompanist Armine Adrouny, Mistress of Ceremony Stepha- 
nie Adrouny and members of the choir, the Jazz Quartet, the 
Men’s A Capella Ensemble and the incredible soloists Armig 
Amirkhanian, Zaven Khachadourian, Hagop Nazarian and Lara 
Palanjian. O 


\F { | 


Haigazian University Women’s Auxiliary of Los Angeles with Counsul 
General Grigor Hovhannissian. (Not shown, Auxiliary members: Julie 
Aharonian, Phyllis Hamo, and Mary Kassabian.) 


November 12, 2010 in the Greater Los Angeles area. All 
University presidents and many professors and alumni plan to 
attend this event. Come and support your alma mater. O 


Haigazian University 
Alumni and Women’s Auxiliary 


Willcelebrate 55 years ofacademic excellence at 
a Gala Evening honoring former presidents, 
notable alumni and distinguished guests. 


November 12, 2010 
at the Glendale Hilton, Glendale, CA 


= Meet your friends and former University Presidents. 


= Hear Dr. Manoug Manougian share his experience 
launching the 1st rocket made in Lebanon at Haigazian. 


mw Hear Dr. Paul Haidostian share many stories about 
your University. 


m Hear Dr. John Markarian share his memoirs, 
remembering you!!! 


All Auxiliary members, friends and alumni are 
encouraged to attend. 


Please make your reservations by contacting 
katiakermoyan@earthlink.net 
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New Publications 


Available From AMAA 


Armenians of Lebanon: From Past Princesses 


and Refugees to Present-Day Community 
Published by Haigazian University 
& The Armenian Heritage Press, 506 
pp, hc, $35.00 (Cat. # 338) 
Launched by Haigazian University, 
"Armenians of Lebanon" covers the 
full span of Armenian history and 
society in Lebanon from medieval 
times to the present day. The book 
is a unique repository of the rich 
culture and vitality of one of the most 
important Armenian diaspora communities. It provides 
a wealth of information for both the scholar and the 
layperson and is, of course, of particular interest for those 
with ties to Lebanon. Edited by Aida Boudjikanian, the 
volume contains 14 chapters, seven are in English, four in 
French and three in Armenian. 


A Testimonial of a Life Long Journey of 


Service and Faith (in Armenian) 
UGuJLaNNHehrU 


2urasph Ounyjwuyu 
Qvuw Murcnrnnresuu Ur 


Published by the Union of the Arme- 
nian Evang'! Churches in the Near 
East, 400 pp, pb, $30.00 (Cat. # 337) 

Rev. Avak Avakian’s (1904-1983) 
memoires cover seven decades of jour- 
ney, which started in his birthplace of 
Hassabeily (Cilician Armenia) and ended in Sarnia (Ontario, 
Canada). After witnessing the Armenian Genocide and the 
Kemalist purge in his homeland, he experienced the life of a 
refugee in Aleppo. He pursued his education in Tarsus, Bei- 
rut, Paris and Athens and served his Lord and his people as 
a pastor and a principal in Armenian schools and churches 
in Damascus, Beirut, Aleppo, Azez, Kessab, Zahle and Ch- 
taura. 

His memoires are of historical value since they document 
both eye-witnessed and personally experienced events and 
personalities. This is especially true when they narrate his 
personal experiences of the Armenian Genocide, life in Aleppo 
as a refugee, as a student at St. Paul’s College in Tarsus and 
at the Athen’s School of Religion. Overall, his memoires are 
of special significance to the history of Armenian Evangelicals 
in the Middle East between the years 1930-1969. 

Rev. Avakian retired in Sarnia, Canada, where he 
remained until his last days in touch with church life and 
devoting time to writing his memoires. 

This book includes three appendices which were written, 
compiled and edited by Dr. Yervant H. Kassouny. The ap- 
pendices are a biographical presentation of the personalities 
mentioned by Rev. Avakian in his memoires, the documents 
which support the events mentioned in the memoires and the 
words of condolences and sympathy testimonies expressed 
on the sad occasion of Rev. Avakian’s death in 1983. 


Challenges and Responses 


by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
Published by the Armenian Heritage 
Committee of Royal Oak, MI, 158 pp. 
he, $20.00 (Cat. # 339) 

The following is an excerpt from 
Rosemary Russell Boze's book 

review. Rosemary is an educator and 
community activist from Winona Lake, 
Indiana. 

“Life is a fearful adventure,” writes 
Dr. Tootikian in this his 32nd volume, an adventure where 
we are met with challenges that require “proper responses.” 
But how do we make “right choices?” By using challenges 
as “stepping stones,” not by making excuses for “stumbling 
blocks” that hold us back. And if we place our faith in God, 
then we will learn to see challenges as opportunities, even 
“in the most hopeless situations.” 

With this introduction, Dr. Tootikian sets out to present 
examples of challenges and responses in three parts: 1. 
Observances and Observations; 2. Views on Issues; 3. As | 
See It. 

Minister, educator, administrator, prolific writer and 
community leader, the Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian in this 
latest volume, as always, addresses complex, relevant 
matters with wisdom, anecdotes, statistics and the Word of 
God. 


For acomplete listing of our bookstore holdings please contactAMAA 
Book Service Department - 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org 


poco e------------------- =k, 


BOOK ORDER FORM 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue No.(s)} 


for a total of $ 


plus $ 


In the U.S. add US$4.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for 
each additional book. In Canada add US$6.00 for first 
copy and add US$3.00 for each additional book (order 
books by catalogue numbers). 


for postage and handling. 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel.: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to AMAA (Canada: Payable in 
U.S. dollars) prices subject to change 
To purchase with a credit/debit card, 
please call the AMAA office at 201.265.2607 


or visit our website www.amaa.org 
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ZwjyGneEu Fwdhpnhu 


2) Urtesurvuvbuuu LcusLRuusr 
Gt Cerpnuusen 


Utp- Qupgkh: LV. Supwgttwe 


VUPUAU.- 2m) dnyndnipnh uvky plnhwipwgwd 
E wjG ujw, Yupdpfp pk nipfhn) uly hwy 
wutimupwuiwywibtpnii foliwjyniwdé E wfunpl ne 
gupyp 2Gnphhb. Pnognfuywi vb&s wkpnipprGGtpnr 
Uppudunipbwl: UEY niph2 pinhwipwgnidp wl £, 
pk hwy wituwpwiwlwiGbp n’s5 Gwhunwy niibgwd 
GG, n’5 wy, hbpnu: Uwhwji hw) ghnwuywinipbul 
yqunutnipbwi niunivGwubpnippilip gnjg Ynimwy 
uvbqh, pk wyu mbunippiiGtpp wahbué &G, nv hbwhiwif 
Gw gqnywpuniphuG br yw’ wigpwnipbwl: Uju 
joyniwdp wittnhnidG E wyu cvwupl hiynpliwh pa 
Yunupwds Ey niunitiwuppniptwli np tpbtigur 
hw) vwdntyp uly: 

Ute tyonwds E Zw) Uctnupwiwyuwi hudwjl- 
f£pG vupyywyhG, pGsyqku Gwk. Gytntaguywi nr 
YppwyuG huwunwuniphriGtpn. Ynpniump: UG 
uuppGtpni fenipfhny Zw) Uitbwwpwiwhywi hudwjl- 
fh Ugqquytwn’ Qhinp U. Gkqitwip yunpwunwsd 
StintkhywqpppG hudwawjG, 1913-1920 wphpilwyp 
uuphGtpnid (enipfhn hw) withnwpwiwhwi huwiwjl- 
fpG vupynt bt hwunwuniphpiiGtpn. Ynpniump 
Yuquwé GG wing pinhwinip phrpé 75 %-p: Uupyw 
wignigm whwinp Ynpniunm up Ep Ghwuh niibGwjny 
np witmupuiwywi huwlwjGifp ywpwptpwpwp Gnp 
Ep’ hugqpt 75 wwupbywG, nt hwjjniG wywqwy yp 
jonumwiwnp: 

Uwlv tpnr joouf <Gwhumwh» punhl gnipg: Uju 
punhG hndwGh, E «twpwfpnu»y pung, np Ulgytipla 
jugqnip uk “martyr” bt: Uju JupspG tpynt bqptpp 
Yniqgwi uvbqh 8nifwpkGi Martus punkG np yyw yp 
Ggwiwyk: Unwfbw)Gtpnr. dutwiwhhl «jywhitp» yp 
hudwpnckpG winGf npnif fppumnup yp quwiwlkpa 
hnnyvkwywi wutwhibG wngti, nt Jpwy) Yninw- 
jbG PpiGg Yawifp: buy vip wupwqwypl, fulp op 
Outvwitwi Ywjupniptwi vEy wypnn hwjytpp yp 
fuGsgnitpG ppp hwy fphumnituliip, hinti.wpwp 
wiyquuthnipprui yqkwf sk hwiwpk) gwpynh qnh 
qugny pojap hwjtpp Gwhumwl npwh typ: 

(nipfhnj mwpwdfpl wltiphywgp vpupnGwpltpnr 
Ynnwt hpvGniwdé Yppwywhi hwumuuniphpridtpp 
- gn bGGtp, wuuniwéupwlwhwi fitvupwlltp, 
pupdépugnyGi bi. Gupiwywi YppwpwhGtp - uvh’un 
Ywuywony Yp ypwnckhG pnoipf Ywnwiwpniphul 
Yngut: ft wupyw Gpynt qyunfwnGtpny: vu op wy 
huunwuniphriiGtpp yp owipkpG wpaltwuwywi tr 
yuhywinnuywi pniin fppunnGknippr vnjbnwln 
pujwlwywi GpyppG uvky: Gpypnpy, wltppyiul 
UpubnGwpltpp wjyy Yppwhwh hwumuuniphraGtpnr 
ubpopngwi, nt gum piwywiwpwp, Yp mupwdkhl 
wltphyiul guvwfwlwuhl Jpw) wppnyn funwfulul, 
YpoGwywl, vawynipwjypG, nit wnimkuuhul 
uquunipiwi guynwhupwulvountphiiGlpp npnif 
jonwunp Yp hudbtwuthl Outultwi Uoyjupnipbwli 
Upwykunwhwi nt pniwytnuywh ywpswakcpG hiu: 
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Ztiut.upwp, cvpupniupwhwi gn) kiGtpp - UjGpwu, 
Vwpw7, Pwppbpy, Vupqniwl, bryG. - hwy yunwin- 
joulwhGtp wonwyzpny nwpplingitp Yp Gywunrkhl: 
fh uGGf qghwtGf pk gknwuywinippiip uyumi hw 
tunwinpwhwiGtpn. Go hngtkinpwhwiftpni jni- 
éupfni, np Yp yuowywhgnrh 1915, UWyppy, 24-p Qn)- 
unj UuwinpwlwiGtpnil ghytpny Ywunwpniwd dtp- 
pulywyntphiind, wfunpni, nt wyw uywiniphprliny: 

Ujdu hudwnonm Ybipynd winpwnunluwlf Zw 
Urctuupwliwlwi hipnuGtpnr Zw ginwuywiniptwl 
yquutniphiip jigniG — hwy hipnuwywunidltpny, 
opqujy nt fugwph YnhbiGlipny, GW pifGwywoun- 
yuintphwi hhwufwhs npniwqGlpny: UpyGb'if: 
(enipfhn) 2.5 uvpjpnG hwjniptwl uty 50-70 huwqup 
hwgninyn hw) wituupwiwywifkp hulilvwuwpwp 
gum ubdé phiny htipnultp W GwhwunwhGtp mache: 
2Znu Yp puiwhwiwiwif Gipywujywgitjny hwy 
witmupwiwywi hipnultplG vpwyi tptif huump 
npnGf pGfGwywanygwinipkiwi Ynpriilpnii why 
unwoginpnh nip Yanupbghl: (rkbr n'y whpnynpwh wh, 
wyu hipnultpp Gi&pywjywgniwd GG hwjng pGfGwyw7un- 
wquGniptwG Gnippniwédé hwwmnpltpni uk»: 

w- Ubp. Zuvpumpanid Uzibwl (1863-1938): 

Utp. Usitwi odwniwd Ep cvdnwinnpwywli tr 
hngtinp pugwnhy 2GnphfGtpny: Gppwiwiwpw Ep 
Uupw7p UVunniwéwpuliwywi AtidvwpwGka: Nunidp 
Guuupbjwqnpdtg Gkyyp Uv.) Bunniwdéupwiwh wi 
Atvwpwip uk, nt fenipfhw fipwywpdawr hp 
wgqguyhpgitpnii gwnwykjnt hwidwp: UG 1907-1914 
wmupbGtpniG ppptr 2ngbinp Znypr dunwybg Unubwyp 
24wy Urtuwpwiwywi GhantgppG: Uunif unip ni 
wupbiiw;p muphGtp tow Upjpypny hwyniptwl 
huuvwp: Umnuliwyh pwpyp, np uyuwd Ep Ueyppy 11, 1909- 
pG, whctg tpn awpwp, npn plipwgfhl pupynitgwli 
30,000 hwjtp: 2wy) dnynynipynp whwhGywyjp tw, 
npn ypluynpwywi ns LEY npd Equi: hu wu 
whwinn wmugiwyh gpgwipG Ep np Eptiwi thwh 
Ubp. Usttulp whdthtp nt yqupyboan wnuylinpynp 
juunlwiprGtipp: 4wy Unufkjwhwi Ghbnbghpa 
Unwyinpyp funwfkG Yp puwgwywytp: Skyinji hwy 
ti ns-hwy fppunnGtwy wnwoinnynGbpp cpwulwh wi 
dnynnyGtp niGtgwi npnig wnkGwytup piwmpnctigur 
Usp. Usttwl: UG Gowri Gwht wjyu Upp-bybntguly wi 
UwupltpGpG, nt hwy dnynnynipypl Pooulwyp: UG LEY 
YnnwkG bp waquypgGtpniG nunwuywifp vindtjne 
hudwp n’5 UpwjG hngbinp, huyw wnimbuwlwl 
oqgGnipbwi uUpgngitpni Yp nh, pul uvpru Ynquwth' 
puipf Ywnwijwpniptiwli him wnkuwhgniphrittp 
YniGbGwy npnig pipwgfhG fuywpwp, ni bp youlfp 
Yuwigtjny, YudpwunwGik quwinif bppbt pwpnh 
htinbpGwyGtp, nt Yp ywhwhyk pwpnwpwpltpne 
yquundnipyp: tip. Usitwi giwhunwywli br 
aGnphwywywywi ghpkp umwgwit Uthuwihwn Zwy- 
puybtukG, WunphwpfkG, nt hw) wywiwinp whdabple 


pp wdGnt~p séuwnwjnippiiGtpniGi hwdwp: dtp. 
UzttuwGh gwunwjyniphwli YuinppG LytintghG tower 
Spfwhynjp Aw) Uitbnupwiwhwi GyantghG 1929-1934 
nip Giu uvbkdé giwhwuulifp wpdwiwgwi wilpnng 
quynniphG Ynnuwk: UG pp huGghump uduwr 1938-hh: 

p- Ubp. Shqpwl UGnptwubwl (1888-1962): 

Utp. Shgpwh UGnptwubwlip by antguwy wi-wqqw- 
JpG Sunwjnippiip Yp uyup QAkjpniG funwfpG uty" 
nip ynpyniwds Ep Vupw7p Wunniwiwpwliwt wi 
AbvlupwGki spguiwiwpwm pyywyk whitbywyku tuf, 
1914-pG: QtjpniGp hwjytpniG ni pnipflipnii cbybte 
wubinb niGtgnyn pinhwpnidGbpki twf hwytpnr 
pniuwquynpp yp uyup: Fwhp np Awumnrk)pl ppy 
Uniuw SwykG Ep, Upupniwpltpn. uvpguwtunipbudp 
papf popudnippiGbpp Y'npnobG hot pp dGGnwdw)- 
pp npyb. qpG@f: UG Gop winiuGwgwé Ep: Wnpngnip 
np QuwnnibjpG fudpnt jpw) UVuwpw2 hwuglikt 40 
hwy nppniyGtp, nc hnG4E gupniGwyE pp fudpul 
newb GonniG-Ojnif, Uniuw Sw: (nipfip fulp up 
wiqwulftp Yp jpnpdabG npptpp bp datn fea wnt), uwhwyG, 
Quunikjpl pp Yauwlfp yuuliqkjny Yp ywoanywlk 
nppipp nt wywhny Uwpw? yp hwugGk: tpp Gonnil- 
Ojntf Yp hwuGh, YpluGwy np Ywnuwdwpniphiip 
wpnkGé hpwhwiqwé Ep hhGg hwjyhwhwi gpintpnl' 
np yunpwum pyywi wmbynwhwiniptwl: thinp 
uboulbéGtpnui LEY dnynypl wh yp jwhdaGwpwpk 
np bGfGwyw2nywintppiip Gwjpiwpkyp Ep ful 
pniwquypp: Vuaunnck)pl yp pbywypk op Uniuw Suy 
pupdpwliwy dnynnipynp, fwhb np wnfE whinpl sn] 
Yup, np YpGup thujniumh Upyng padwyky: Lupw ypwy 
qnitupniwd wnwyhG dnynyhl Gi&pywhtpp cpwawy- 
Gnipbuup ghGf Y’pGupbG pppbe PG fGwywanywinipbwl 
Undputp UVutGwytu: dinwiqwinp ywanwhwliniphpoi 
upG Ep uw wmwywihpi 27 wmuptywi tppnwuupy 
hngkinpwhwibh vp hudwp: Uipynd vp wi paghGf 
Gp guGE 2ZpG Unuhupwhp UndukupG Ypiwyniwsd 
yoppG uvky: bp pwpdp niuniup, Qkjpnilip vkp niikgws 
pnpdaunnipprip, Ge Uumniiny ppbl 2inphwsd 
plwuuniphiip tr fwontphiip pwrwgnjG wnibw)Gtpl 
EpG ppbG wjyu ywanolip umwldGbjni: UG gnimny Up 
Guqvwytpyk dnynifninynp nt ywhdGwjonidptip yp 
GouGwyntpG wyu2gnywiniptwl, wupkGwinpnidh, 
huynpywhgnipbwh, nt. Yuwpquywhniptwl: UGnif 
ppbGg niGkgwéd Guplwlwh gkiftpny yp jwonnhl 
tim unt; ppfwhwli njdipp: 2Zimufpfpwyui §£ 
Got, wuwpwquwy Up: StnwgpGtpp Gwp yp qwjiul 
ppbGg ghkGftpp qnpdéwdb, vownkgnyn prGiwlppl yk: 
KQupGb°Gf, qupGb°Gf» Yp hupgibG Quwnrbjppe 
fuwGp Up tppmwuupynltp: - «UjGyk’u qupykf, np 
huvipniymp sywuninch» - Yp qywnwujowik Maunrk)he: 
UULG huwiwiwhwintpkwi wnwofp wnfbjnt hudwp, 
Muunib;pG wks nt uyhpwmwh uwiwh Up abinf Up 
agk npniG Ypwy gob, Ynimwy fongnp Ywputbp pow; 
up, Gr. UGg bplG nt bpwhubpkG jigniGtpny, ni Jungnp 
uwuntpny gpk Ynimyy - «bw2Gwhbg pnjnp Gurtipnii 
nuwuypnipbui - fppunnibwhtpp yjuwigh mw - 
OgGniptwli hwulf» Ynsp: fh 2inphhr wju npogwhhG E, 
np funwunl op YnnityE buf, bpwhuwh wi vupwulwr 
up wutultyny qwjG, Yp vombiwy sndligqtipfp: Uyuyku, 
nipp2 GwiwhGtpni oginiptkwdp, wikjp fui snpu 
hwqup dnynynipy yp ,faG jonp nov Yp thnunpnipl 
Ughywmnub Popp-Uwhw funufp: Uyu nkyfp vpyuqqw- 
jbG vwiuni)pG uky Giu Ghip Yp nwnfwy, nc Quunckyppl 
qpwd UEY tphup mbnbywghpp Yugniptwi gnipp, 
wutiyn Yp quGk AIpwjup hhwuwpwyws huywjywoewiwy 


nt hinpGwhwinp Yurtpwgpwywh Ynynyn thpfpa 
uk np 4p Yngnth - The Treatment of the Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire: ‘Uubr. wju pPGfGuyw2nywiniptwl 
yquuinippraG E np Yp GuprGsk Uiumphwgh - 2Zptiwy 
- bpwhg dbppkip’ gpbnc bp qiip-qnpdng Uniuw 
Sunf funwuniG Opkpp - The Forty Days of Mussa Dagh - 
dEwn: Uyu fewhG vty dephey yp thapst UenptwubwGh 
winiGp’ wywhni{niphwi huwdwp, nt Yp qnpdwdt 
Upwd (enijlwubwi Ypywhwi whiniip: 8buuqwypl 
Quunibjpl gnptg ppwhwh yqwundniphiip wu hwy 
pGfGwuywznyuintpbwh ujpwyp nt wuunniwplp 
nky fhe QEjpniGh Supwgpnippiin tk. Uniktwufny 
Uyunwdpnrp prin’ jonpwqpny: 19938-hG wjyu ghpfp 
UGgqjtptép pupquvwinitgw. GpfwhnjkG Spy pG 
fGupph UkGkgbwGhp Yn, nt hhpwnwpwynctigwt 
Zujy Urtwupwhisubwhi CPobbpwhgniptwl 
GujuwatnGnipbuip: Uju ghpfkG Ypiwf onpGwhGtp 
niGbGw, nhvtjny Urctuwpwiswywip tpwubGbwh p: 

Utp. UGynpkwubkwi jupquGf Yul yumhfr 
sywybjtg fp nygnipbwi gpgwGhG wqqghf, bi Gnj- 
Ghul vip huwiwjyGifpG Ynqvk pppkc pPpwhwh htipnu 
up, umywyG, bp dwhtG tuf Cpkiwlp wiqupwhpl 
uko bp Gywpp tu ynpnitgwit wqqwjpG hupnultipne 
GywpGtpniG gwpfpl: buy pniwhwhku witjp ful 
uuuGkiwy muwphitp wnwy, dw) Urchmupwlswl wi 
CGytpwhgniptwh Gnpdéuynbp SGopkG Yuwnutbnfpy 
Usp. Unduku Awiywqtiwhibh Gwjwatninipiwdp dip. 
UGyptwutwip wiprGGtpp WypnipkG pnjfwypnctigwl 
LppwauGp UjGGup ghinwfunwfp nip bp dnynynipynp 
Uniuw SwyghGtpn. uviwgnpnwgp huunwuniwd 
Ep: ‘bupdabuy, Yip. Awhywqtwhibh gwiftpny dup. 
UGnpkwubwih YpuwinphpG gqkwtynniigwr UjGfiwph 
GunpnGwywi vwjyp hnynngpG Yypw) hudwgqqu- 
jbG uvté hwinpuntpiwip bi gnifni, hw) tptf 
hutwjGfGtpnt. ykutipnii cvwulwlgniptwip, 
nt Yuqtwytpynipkwtlp Uupa. Uptitjfh 2wy 
Urtu. GyanbghGtpn. Ubnipbul: Pug wump, dkp. 
AuGywugqkuGh hhwuwyGnnidny’ Zuwywunwlip wk» 
tpynt nypnghtp’ Vwhhwywputg vp Gpbiwhp uty, 
nt Gpypapnwhwh dupduwpwi up Upilpbp up’ 
Ynsnitgwi tp. Spqnpwi UGnptwutwip wlnrliny: 
MQunb'. hwy dnynynipypG, ni yunyuyku yunh'r 
hw) witnupubwyui hudwjifpG npnif qhugwl 
qGwhwwb, wyu utd hupnup’ hng 5k pk ghn-dwhnt: 

q- Shup Unnip Liinilw (1894-1963): 

GpkE utp Gwijynpyn tpynt htpnultpp hngbtinnp 
hngbr pywyny bwinkpa quwnwhwhwhopkG umwld- 
Gwé EpG wqqwypG nhywjwph yup, UWunip Liinibwl 
w7puuphwwip’ pp GuGni muphfpG, b. ghuwhgopkG 
quupwunnartigur. wqqwypl pifGwywonywinip bw 
ni. naywiwpp wywownolihl: UG vbdégur huwiwnuwgkwy 
nu. pupkywan pimwipfh wks nip wp pimwhikl wi 
wynopf, tpgkgnynnippra, tyintgwuppniphrl, br 
pupnjywhwi pwunpupwhnippui: 2uuvw7luwphwypG U.. 
MQuntpugqth Gupoptulhé, @nipf yunwywpnipprip 
wprybi uyuwéd Ep pnéuquynph bépmpy by bp hujywqgh 
funufughGtpp: Uunnip niubwy, pyywjniG’ pppbr 
uywy ppfwywi pwhwhpG Ywpdawiwgpnrh junphbjny 
np wy Ybpynd mupwugpnrpbGk ypmp wqumtp bp 
sGnynfp, bGs nop sywonntgui: Vuauntpuwquh plpwgfpl 
wi gipb pnGnitgwi whg;pwhwh gopfupnil Ynyul, ne 
awm suligwé, uyuwr dwnwyk, wiq;pwlwh pwlhwl pl 
quynnGh qnpdwhwynipkwG (Untelligence Service) ukg: 
(epfipkG jaqnip bp éwhopniphrip, tr. plwgwh wi ne 
qnpéGwh wi nightnippiip vkéwyku qGwhumnartgwl 
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puGwlpG uvky, nip gum swigué wunfpfiwih pupd- 
pugnil niftgut: 

Quntpugup wiupunhl, bwriwhpg yiunippibtpne 
Uppi. wyoymnn uUpgwhgnippiG Up ulyuwd Ep 
Oulwitwi hnynwlwuhl gnipg, yuwmywyku bpwlhuwjp 
ti. UGq;jpny upogtt: Unnip hpwdéwpbgwi bpp 
ywanoGkG, bu uum. UjGpwyp hwy dnynndnipynp’ op 
quynpwuywinipbGk yopwnwpdwds Ep’ yunpwunly 
pGfGwyw2nywinipbul ppfwhwi hurwiwhy wh jwp- 
aumynilh ne gupynp yku: Uagjpulwl pwiwh pa quywnlh 
uywuupyniphwli uvks bp niitgwé nprwiwgpwwhwl ne 
nugvwywi pnpdwnnippraGtpp vbdwyku oguulywp 
Gnwi bppbG, Gut. hbnpliwhnippra wnrthpG ppptr 
qbGninpwhwhi whun quynnfoplG Yuqlvwhtpybjnr 
wipnyng hwy dnyndnipynp: CGnphp. bp fupwnwp 
nuqlvwuywupniptwl, bp hwiwnwppi qnpdwhpgitpnil, 
Gi dnynynipynhG upwulwyul YigniwofpG, tr. ppwd 
qnhnynniphiiGtpnil, UjGpwyp 11 tpywp wlpultp 
wkinyg yuutpwqlp hb Gywun huwjipnii dupgwgut: 
Gpk dtp. UWlnpkwutwul vppng Gquwi Uniuw Suyf snpu 
huqup hwjkpnt ppyniptul, yp. Uwnnip Lornibul 
yupdawt. wqunupupp UjGpwyhp fuwi huwqup 
hujupnii: UG jwgnyntgur qnpdwhgnippil hwunmwunty 
UjGpwyp Gpbf fnojp yupwiniwinippraGtpnil, piswytu 
Gwbt. YniuwhgniphpiGGtpniG upgtir:: Upnwptr wl 
updwiwgwt huvdwgqwjyhl yuanprp nt qiwhunwlfh: 
UG bp JupppG wmuppGbpp whgnig Upuwgtwy 
UuhwigGtpn: uty, Epp whwhGyw, bhi.winnippl 
Gi. upmp Ywpniwéd up upp mnchG Pp Yiulifpl 
25 Uwjhu, 1963-pG, dbpywwmtyppwjh uly: @uyniwl 
ywuznulniGfG nt. wawpnyjniphiaGtpp Ywnwpnrtigwl 


The AMAA Board of Directors and staff also wish to 
extend their heartfelt condolences to the families of 
the following deceased friends whose names were 
submitted to us for publication in the AMAA NEWS. 


Phyllis Altoonian 
Watertown, MA 

* Maral Boyajian 
Fresno, CA 

Garabed Chopourian 


* Norman Minassian 
Encino, CA 

* Ann Ohanesian 
Cranston, RI 

* Gary Ohanesian 
Northridge, CA 

Mary Elaine Paloutzian 
Fresno, CA 

Vergine Sahagian Saliba 
Fresno, CA 

* Lillian Sharian 
Decatur, GA 

Ara Puzant Sulahian 
Palo Alto, CA 

Rev. Leon Tavitian 
Scotland, CT 


Larnaca, Cyprus 

* Ghazar Darakyan 
Barrington, RI 

* Virginia Kerbeykian 
Teaneck, NJ 

Helen Kerkezian 
Fresno, CA 

* Serge Krikorian 
Waxhaw, NC 

Katherine A. Karabian 
Fresno, CA 

* Antranik Mazloumian 
Glendale, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 


UrctuupuGwywi nt Unuftjwywi tybnigpGtpnr 
hngkinpwhwiltpny, ni. fwuiwygniptwup pnjnp hwy 
YniuwlgnippriiGbpnr Ge YwqlwybpyniphpraGtpnr: 
Utgqh juwnyugniwd Egtpp stG Giptp op jpottf 
utp pnjnp htpnullpp, pisyku' QkjpniGp Upwd 
MEY Qnjwqtwip, Pwppkpyp Quwmnrbjip tuptghl 
QpphbuGp, Ulwubuwjyh Quumnitjp 8uwpniphil 
(tnitwtiwip t. Uphpwh Uwihuwiktwip, Unynnini 
(chjppbwGp br nippoGtp: PGsyku swulop E datqut 
nuwfg’ (thjppbwh Vip; pGbp uvky uywhbbg wjtwp 
Mw2wii np hwy ghnwuywiniphiip ynwgnn br 
qnpoéuynpny bpk2Gtpka vkyp tnwd Ep: Uyu Yapuynd 
wi Yp jonphtp jnidwé pyyw] pp dGnqwg be Gwhunwh 
hwy wqqhG ypkdp: 
Gqnpwhwgnipp- Zw) Urcthuupwiwywi hwlwjifp 
wipudwG fwEy fwwuG E hwy dnynnynipyhl tr waghl: UG 
Pp wqqgwubpnipbwi vwupG ykuf sqqup n’s wEynid 
hwypt wwyni: UbGf n’y LEY fGwu hwugnigwé bof hw) 
dnynynipyhG, n's LEY wqquibg hwjnt wppiip pwpwd 
Gf quynwhwpwywi muppipnipthwl yuntiwnnd: UaGt 
Upaum vip dnynynipypl him tywd Gif winnp nipwh, 
pujg yunywyku wmjvnip optpnil: UwywjG, tpk yp 
huwiwunwif vip hwy wthnwpwiwhwiniptiwli hngtinp 
Gi wqqwyjyhG YnsnitpG, nt Unwhngniphriblipnil, 
UGG gwpniGwhkjnt GF jupgh) nt upp; vip 
dunwigniphiip, nt wEp Ywlighh) winGg: Vunniwdw- 
jbG Gujuwjoluwlnipprilny E np waa? hwy sGwéd GG, be 
witmupwiwhwi gniGgny uGwd’ npykugh dunwybif 
utp wqghG ni bybntgbbG Uunnrdny hun fhe, ni vtp 
dnynynipypl hngtinp ti Hpqpfwywh pwpopnip bw 
hudwup: Q 


Save The Date 


Celebrate 
the 91st Annual Banquet of the 


Honoring 


(Former District Attorney for NY County and 
Grandson of Henry Morgenthau, Sr., 


Sunday, October 17, 2010, 4 pm 


at Hackensack Golf Club 
Oradell, NJ 


= Come to honor a great man. 
= Come to hear a great message. 


= Come and bring a friend! 


21 - AMAA NEWS, APRIL/MAY/JUNE 2010 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 


the Hon. Robert M. Morgenthau, Esq. 


US Ambassador to Ottoman Empire during WWI) 


= Come to enjoy a magnificent fellowship. 
= Come to praise God for all His blessings. 


OBITUARIES 


John M. Bogdasarian 

John M. Bogdasar- 
ian of Binghamton, NY 
and Boca Raton, FL 
passed away peacefully 
on January 15, 2010 in 
Boca Raton, with his 
family by his side. He 
was born April 18, 1919 
in Binghamton, NY, the 
son of the late Agnes (Azniv) and Michael 
(Manoog) Bogdasarian and sister, Mrs. Lil- 
lian Mahakian. 

Mr. Bogdasarian was a lifelong member 
of Saint Gregory Armenian Church in Bing- 
hamton. He served on the Parish Council and 
was Treasurer for many years. 

A mechanical engineer, Mr. Bogdasarian 
was employed by the Bendix Corporation in 
Sidney, NY in the Engine Products Magneto 
Division. In 1980, he retired from his busi- 
ness, Tri City Ideal Laundry and Cleaners in 
Edicott, NY, which he founded in 1961 with 
his business partner, Milton Goldstein. He 
is survived by his wife, Alice (Taneian) 
Bogdasarian and three daughters, Rosema- 
rie Peelle of North Andover, MA, Suzanne 
Schoettinger of Midland, MI and Valerie 
Bogdasarian Stachnik of New York City. He 
also leaves behind five granddaughters and 
three great-granddaughters, three nephews 
and a niece. 

A memorial service was held on May 29, 
at Saint Gregory Church in Binghamton, NY. 
In lieu of flowers, a Memorial Fund has been 
established in his name at the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America.O) 


Florence Gertmenian 

Florence Mardian Mehagian Gertmenian 
died peacefully at the age of 95 on April 21, 
2010 in Mission Hills, CA. 

Born in Syracuse, NY on January 10, 
1915, she was the daughter of Samuel and 
Akabe Mardian. The family moved to Pasa- 
dena, CA in 1916. She attended Pasadena 
Junior College but left to care for her ailing 
mother. In 1933, she married Leon Mehagian 
and together they operated Mehagian’s Rugs 
and Carpets, first in Albuquerque, NM and 
later in Phoenix, AZ. 

Florence was widely known for her 
cooking and entertaining skills and her com- 
passion for others. She was active in many 
civic activities in Phoenix including the First 
Methodist Church where she served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees, the St. Jo- 
seph Hospital Auxiliary, as President of Phi 
Beta Psi Sorority, Vice President of the Madi- 
son #1 School PTA, and an honorary member 
of the North Phoenix Lion’s Club. She was 


also an Advisor to the Phoenix Chapter of the 
Armenia General Benevolent Union, a mem- 
ber of the Phoenix Civic Light Opera and one 
of the founders of Haigazian College in Bei- 
rut, Lebanon. 

At the age of 40, she became a real- 
tor, and within a year, was the top seller at 
Ed Post Realty in Phoenix. After Leon, her 
husband of forty-one years, died in 1975, she 
married her childhood sweetheart, Roy Gert- 
menian, and later moved to San Clemente, 
CA where she became an avid fisherwoman 
and belonged to the Lady Anglers of Dana 
Point, CA. 

Florence moved to Studio City, CA in 
2005 to be close to her daughter and grand- 
daughter. At the age of 90, she volunteered 
at the Discovery Shop in Sherman Oaks, CA. 
When asked the secret of her long and healthy 
life, her answer was “Hard work won’t kill 
you!” 

Florence was proud of the many accom- 
plishments of her four brothers Aram, Dan, 
Sam and Robert Mardian. She is survived 
by two of her brothers, Dan and Sam, and by 
her son, Richard and his wife Margo, and her 
daughter Nancy and granddaughter Vedra as 
well as by countless nieces and nephews who 
all adored Auntie Florence. 

The family requested that donations be 
made to the Ararat Home of Los Angeles, 
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, 
CA where Florence was lovingly cared for 
the past two years. O 


Bernard Hadidian 

Bernard Hadidian, 
architect and teacher, 
died on December 19, 


2009 at the age of 83. 
Born on October 
31, 1926, Bernard 


lived in Aleppo, Syria 
and Beirut, Lebanon 
and graduated from 
the American University of Beirut Lebanon 
with a degree in architecture. He worked in 
Lebanon and Kuwait as an architect. 

He immigrated to Canada in the early 
1960’s where he worked as a teacher for 
over 30 years and retired in 1991. He was 
also a musician, playing the violin and other 
instruments. 

Bernard was predeceased by his brothers 
and most recently his mother. Although he 
was raised in a Christian family, Bernard was 
not a practicing Christian until a few years ago 
when he came to know Christ as his personal 
savior and had an intimate relationship with 
Him in prayer and Bible study. 


Henri Salibian 

Henri Salibian 
passed away at age 77 
on June 2, 2010 in Park 
Ridge, IL following a 
short illness. 

Born December 
22, 1932 in Beirut, 
Lebanon, he was the 
son of Victoria (Shira- 
jian) and Luther Salibian and the grandson of 
Rey. Aharon Shirajian. He was the youngest 
of four children — brother Hagop and sisters 
Lucie and Nevart — and was raised in a loving 
Christian family where he learned ethical and 
Christian values. 

Henri was educated in the French 
Mariste School, College De Salle where he 
excelled in school and the sports of swim- 
ming and soccer. After college, he worked at 
Le Soir French daily newspaper in Beirut as 
a sports reporter. He was captain of the na- 
tional Water Polo Team earning many medals 
and accolades and proudly representing his 
country. 

In 1963 he moved to New York to be 
near his mother and sister, Nevart, and her 
family. He worked for Trans Mediterranean 
Airways in Houston, Los Angeles and later in 
Chicago. 

Henri and Angel married in 1971 and 
lived in Des Plaines, IL. Henri was proud 
of his Armenian heritage and was a good 
ambassador. He loved history, geography, 
sports and reading. He enjoyed his family 
and friends and spending time with his two 
granddaughters. He was a simple and kind 
man and left us with many fond memories. 

He is survived by his devoted wife of 39 
years, Angel “Alice”, his son Jacques, daugh- 
ter Lucie (Dr. Vicken) Ishkhanian, grandchil- 
dren Nora and Silva, and sister Nevart Dar- 
manian. O) 


Aetna Tashjian 

Aetna Tashjian, a retired Raytheon ex- 
ecutive, passed away on May 8, 2010 in 
Weston, MA at the age of 77 after a coura- 
geous 10 month battle with lung and bone 
cancer. Born in Watertown, MA, he attended 
Northeastern University and served in the 
United States Air Force. 

Aetna began his business career with 
RCA and worked in the communications 
division for the Lunar Expedition module 
(LEM) program. While at Raytheon, he was 
responsible for the flight testing of the AN/ 
TPN-19 tactical air craft landing radar system 
still used by the United States Air Force. He 
also managed a fixed base version AN/GPN- 
22 air craft landing radar system used in many 
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Rev. Karl Vartan Avakian 


Rev. Karl Vartan Avakian passed away on May 30 in Fresno, CA. His strong 
framework of faith was built from his youth in Alexandria, Egypt where he was 
born on January 23, 1936. He moved to Fresno, CA to study Christian theology 
at Pacific Bible Institute (now Fresno Pacific University) and later graduated from 
Tabor College. He received his Masters of Divinity Degree from the Mennonite 
Brethren Biblical Seminary in 1965. Rev. Avakian's education continued at 
California State University, Fresno where he completed the requirements for a life 
secondary teaching credential in addition to graduate studies at the Mennonite 
Brethren Biblical Seminary, Fresno Pacific University and Princeton Theological 
Seminary with a focus on Mediation Counseling and Peacemaking. 

Rev. Avakian's early ministry was shaped during his years as Director of 
Christian Education and Youth at Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church in 
Fresno. The strong relationships formed during these years lasted a lifetime and 
continue to impact the world for Christ. Upon his ordination in 1979, he was called to serve as pastor of 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ and in 1988, as Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America (AEUNA). He later became Minister to the Armenian Evangelical Union and travelled 
throughout the world serving as a spiritual leader. Rev. Avakian loved to tell stories and had committed to 
memory details of his rich experiences throughout his life and ministry. He was more than just a friend, brother 
in Christ or pastor, he was family. 

Rev. Avakian was an active member and a close friend of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA). He served on the AMAA Board as well as on various AMAA Committees. Rev. Avakian was also an 
active member of the Fresno Pacific University Board of Trustees from 1990 until his death. Moreover, Rev. 
Avakian served as a board member for the California Armenian Home, the Armenian Theological Student Aid 
and the Armenian Evangelical World Council. He was a member of the Central California Armenian Community 
Committee. In 1990, Rev. Avakian received the Fresno Pacific University Distinguished Alumnus Award and 
was honored with a "Knahadakir" from his Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian of New York for "outstanding 
service rendered to the Armenian Nation." Over the years, he has been described as a gracious individual and 
an easy person to embrace. He was a wondertul, loving and caring Christian man. Rev. Avakian is survived 
by Nancy, his wife of 46 years, his two children, Laura and David; his sister, Veronica Keoshkerian and 
her husband Daniel of Toronto, Canada; and his brother, Arthur Avakian of Vancouver, Canada. A Memorial 
Service and celebration of Rev. Avakian’s life was held at Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church on June 
12, 2010. U 


countries. Aetna was also instrumental with 
Operation Desert Storm. 

He was a founding member of the Arme- 
nian Children’s Milk Fund and both he and 
his wife served ACME for many years. 

He was the beloved husband of 55 years 
to Araksie Kalajian Tashjian and the devoted 
father of Stephen Paul Tashjian and his wife 
Melvina M. Tashjian, Gary Tashjian and his 
wife Lisa M. Tashjian, and his daughter Rox- 
anne Marie Tashjian. He was also the brother 
of Jacob Tashjian, John Tashjian and the late 
Charles Tashjian and Nellie Dorrill. 

Funeral services were held on May 12 
at the Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cam- 
bridge, MA. Memorial gifts may be made 
to the Araksie and Aetna Tashjian Trust 
Fund at Holy Trinity Armenian Church, 
145 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 
or to the Massachusetts General Lung Can- 
cer Center. O 


Nune Yepremyan 

Nune Yepremyan passed away on March 
24, 2010 at the age of 41. 

Born on November 17, 1968 in Artashat, 
Armenia to Pavel and Hasmik Yepremyan, 
she was the third of six sisters. She loved to 
learn and graduated from Yerevan State Uni- 
versity in Armenia where she graduated at the 
top of her class with a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry. 

Nune married Minas Kiledjian in the 
Holy Echmiakin Church on June 19, 1992. 
She moved to Glendale, CA where she had 
two children. She pursued a career as a realtor 
and as an insurance agent. 

A successful businesswoman and lover of 
animals, Nune owned 4 parrots, 3 dogs and 1 
cat. She also enjoyed the outdoors and her fa- 
vorite places were Khosrovi Andar in Armenia, 
Mammoth Lakes and Hawaii. Through her love 
of God, Nune brought four couples together in 


marriage: Viken and Ana Kiledjian, Jerayr and 
Marine Haleblian, Heghine and Johnny Gulda- 
lian and Avo and Nune Davidian. 

According to her brother-in-law, Dr. 
Jerayr Haleblian, Nune was always there to 
help her family and friends. She assisted them 
with their citizenship paperwork and visited 
them in the hospital. She was a very positive, 
confident person with a bubbly personality 
and a big heart. She loved to smile and 
laugh. 

Diagnosed with cancer over 5 years ago, 
she underwent many chemo and radiation 
therapies and never complained. She was a 
fighter. Her family and friends were there for 
her during her treatments, encouraging her 
with words and sharing Bible verses with her. 

Inthe short time she was with us, Nune was 
a faithful wife to Minas, a loving mother to her 
children Haig and Nareh, a good daughter and 
sister to Hripsime, Rusan, Armine, Heghine 
and Marine. O) 
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OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 91% ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


The Ninety-First Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) will be held on 
Saturday, October 16, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. at the AMAA Headquarters, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ. All 
members of the AMAA are invited to attend the meeting to: 

|. Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Committees, Chapters, and Affiliated boards of the 

Association for fiscal year 2009-2010; 

Il. Review the financial reports for fiscal year 2009-2010; 

Ill. Announce the names of the newly elected Board members; 

IV. Elect members to the Nominating Committee; 

V. Elect an Auditor; 

VI. Consider and act upon any other business that may legitimately come before the membership. 


PROGRAM OF THE 91%t ANNUAL MEETING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 


Friday, October 15 at the AMAA Headquarters 
9:30am = Armenian Evangelical World Council Meeting 


2:00 pm  Seminar/Workshop 
7:00 pn AMAA Board of Directors Meeting 


Saturday, October 16 at the AMAA Headquarters 
9:30am = =91%tAnnual Meeting 


2:00 pm AMAA Board of Directors Meeting (Short Session) 


Sunday, October 17 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ 
11:00 am 91%tAnnual Meeting Worship Service and Installation of AMAA Officers 


Sunday, October 17 at_ Hackensack Golf Club, Oradell, NJ 
4:00 pm 91st Annual Meeting Banquet, Honoring the Hon. Robert M. Morgenthau, Esq., 


Former District Attorney for NY County and 
Grandson of Henry Morgenthau, Sr., 
US Ambassador to Ottoman Empire during WWI 


